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LONG TI ME GAMBINO CAPTAIN,. LAJ S VALLARQ PLEALS GJ LTY
INUS GCORI TO FREDER &K WH SS MRDER GONSPI RACY

DAVID N KELLEY, the United States Attorney for the
Sout hern Di strict of New York, announced that LOU S VALLARI O a/k/a
“Big Louie,” a/k/a “Big Lou,” a long-tine Captain in the Ganbino
Organized Crime Famly of La Cosa Nostra, pled guilty today in
Manhattan federal court to conspiring to nurder Frederick Wiss in
order to maintain and i ncrease VALLARIO s position in the Ganbi no
Fam ly. Weiss, a businessman, was gunned down outside his honme in
Staten |Island on Septenber 11, 1989. Evidence at previous trials
est abl i shed that John Gotti, then the Boss of the Ganbino Famly,
had ordered the nmurder because Gotti m stakenly believed that Wi ss
was cooperating with the Governnent agai nst the Ganmbi no Fam |y.
VALLARIO pled gquilty to a tw-count superseding
information filed today, which charged him with one count of
conspiracy to nurder Weiss in aid of racketeering and one count of
concealing the Wiss nurder from federal |aw enforcenent
authorities.
Prior to his guilty plea, VALLARI O had been charged, along

with five other Menbers and Associates of the Ganbino Famly,



i ncl udi ng Ganbi no Fam |y Boss PETER GOITI, Ganbi no Sol di ers EDWARD
GARAFQOLA, FRANK FAPPI ANO, a/k/a “Frankie Fap,” and THOVAS
CARBONARO, a/k/a “Huck,” and Ganbi no Associate JOHN MATERA, in a
wi de-rangi ng racketeering I ndictnment that includes charges of four
nmur ders, an attenpted nurder, an additional nurder conspiracy, the
extortion of various individuals and businesses, |oansharking,
| abor bribery, witness tanpering, and illegal ganbling.
Specifically, anong other crinmes, the Indictnment charges:

(1) FAPPI ANO and GARAFOLA with the Septenber 11, 1989, nurder of
Weiss; (2) FAPPI ANO, GARAFOLA, and CARBONARO with the August 8,
1990, nurder of Edward Garofal o, a Ganbi no Associ ate and the cousin
of defendant EDWARD GARAFOLA; (3) FAPPI ANO with the January 1997
mur der of union official Frank Parasole; (4) CARBONARO and MATERA
with the April 28, 1998, nurder of Frank Hydell; and (5) GOITI,
GARAFOLA, and CARBONARO with conspiring to kill Sal vatore G avano,
a/k/a “Sammy the Bull,” the fornmer Underboss of the Ganbi no Fam |y.

The trial of the renmaining defendants, GOITI, GARAFCLA,
CARBONARO, FAPPI ANO, and MATERA, is scheduled to begin June 1,
2004, before United States District Judge RI CHARD CONWAY CASEY.

The two-count superseding information to which VALLARI O
pled guilty carries a total nmaximum penalty of 13 years’
i nprisonnment. VALLARIO, who is 62 years old, has been detained
since his arrest in this case on June 20, 2002, and he is schedul ed
to be sentenced by Judge CASEY on July 22, 2004, at 4 p.m

M. KELLEY praised the efforts of the Federal Bureau of
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I nvestigation and the New York City Police Departnent in this
i nvestigation, and stated that the investigation is continuing.

Assistant United States Attorneys JOHAN M HI LLEBRECHT,
MCHAEL G MGOVERN, and JOON H KIM are in charge of the
prosecuti on.
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